	
	


	October 19, 2006

CONTACT:
Missie Barletto 
Okeechobee Service Center (863) 462-5260 or (800) 250-4200, extension 3006 

SFWMD DECLARES EMERGENCY WATER SHORTAGE
IN THE NORTHERN INDIAN PRAIRIE WATER USE BASIN
The South Florida Water Management District (SFWMD) today declared a water shortage emergency for the Northern IndianPrairie Water Use Basin, calling for an immediate termination of all water withdrawals from Lake Istokpoga and canals in the area. This emergency order affects both agricultural and domestic water users, who may depend on Lake Istokpoga for landscape irrigation. 

Today's action immediately terminates all withdrawals from Lake Istokpoga and the canals in the Northern Indian Prairie Basin, which is served by Lake Istokpoga. Water releases from Lake Istokpoga were ceased on October 12. Currently about 60 Consumptive Water Use Permits have been issued in the upper Indian Prairie Water Use Basin, primarily issued for agricultural uses. While letters are being sent to permit holders notifying them of the emergency water use termination order, it should be understood that the termination of withdrawals is effective today. Agricultural water users in the Southern Indian Prairie Basin have not been required to ration water prior to this time.

This emergency order affects water users withdrawing surface water from Lake Istokpoga and / or the Central and Southern Florida Flood Control Project Canals C-39A, C-40, C-41, and C-41A north of structures S-70, S-75, and S-84, up to S-68, which is on the shore of Lake Istokpoga. The Northern Indian Prairie Water Use Basin is located within portions of Glades and HighlandsLake Istokpoga through the S-68 structure are the primary source of recharge for these canals. Rainfall in the area has been 75 percent of normal for this year. Additionally, this area does not have a large reliance on groundwater because of the low yields of the aquifer and the poor water quality in this area. counties and is traditionally an area that has experienced surface water shortages. Discharges from 

SFWMD staff will be in this area seven days a week to identify potential violations. The Florida Legislature has empowered SFWMD staff to take appropriate action ranging from warning to fines and potentially criminal prosecution.

Under specific circumstances, limited withdrawals that are determined not to be seriously harmful to canals in the upper basin will be allowed by special variance. Water levels in the basin have the ability to respond to rainfall.  If the temporary conditions improve, permitted legal users, both domestic and agricultural, who have applied for and received a special variance from the SFWMD, will be able to obtain available water.  Information on how to obtain a variance will be included with letters being sent to permit holders. Domestic water users are asked to phone the SFWMD Okeechobee Service Center at 800-250-4200 or 863-462-5260 to learn more about obtaining a variance. Granting the variance requires Governing Board approval, and permit holders will not be allowed to begin water withdrawals until final approval has been obtained.  It is early in the water shortage and the SFWMD will work with users to identify alternative sources of water.

Agricultural water users in the Southern Indian Prairie Basin, who receive water from Lake Okeechobee, are not affected by this emergency order.

Residents in the area who may have questions regarding this or any other Board action also are encouraged to phone the SFWMD Okeechobee Service Center at 800-250-4200 or 863-462-5260.

# # #
The South Florida Water Management District is a regional, governmental agency that oversees the water resources in the southern half of the state – 16 counties from Orlando to the Keys. It is the oldest and largest of the state’s five water management districts. The agency mission is to manage and protect water resources of the region by balancing and improving water quality, flood control, natural systems and water supply. A key initiative is cleanup and restoration of the Everglades.
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Map of impacted area
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